48、"The study of history places too much emphasis on individual. The most significant events and trends in history were made possible not by the famous few, but by groups of people whose identities have long been forgotten."
208 "The way people look, dress, and act reveals their attitudes and interests. You can tell much about a society's ideas and values by observing the appearance and behavior of its people."
The speaker asserts above one can tell much about a society’s ideas and values by observing the appearance and behavior of its people because the way people look, dress, and act reveals their attitudes and interests. Although some information about a society undoubtedly can be gathered through the observation of the appearance and behavior of its people, overemphasizing what its people act, dress and look and ignoring other aspects relative to a society will not lead to an objective knowledge of a society in its entirety.

   The appearance and behavior of people can reveal their attitudes and interests, further reflecting a society’s ideas and values. French are famous for their beautiful and fashionable dresses, showing their romantic trait, while German usually try their best to do a job perfectly, indicating they are prim and meticulous. To be more specific and concrete, just by reviewing the change of Chinese in terms of dress and behavior will you find the transformation of Chinese Society in past decades. All Chinese adults, whether men or women, were dressed in clothes with same color and style, which were fabricated by same materials. Workers commute to work places by the same bicycles—there were few bicycles specifically designed for women then. In addition, the forms of entertainment are rare: all songs are to chant the eulogy of the Communist Party of China and there is almost no pop music for the fact that people who composed and sang them would probably be sent into jail. Furthermore, people only shake hands for greeting when meeting each other because other gestures such as hug were considered to be immoral then. But nowadays, people in China are in various clothes and sing any song they like. Besides, there are dancing rooms, Karaoke and home parties. No one will be blamed for kissing in public, let alone hugs. Moreover, the state-run China Central Television, marked with tedious leaders’ speech and rigid official news, has held a beauty contest and broadcasted it lively, which is beyond imagination before.
   However, we should take into account the exceptions that sometimes appearance and behavior of people will cheat our eyes. For an extreme case, a spy, who disguise himself or herself to win others’ trust and by which obtain what he or she wants. In this case, the appearance and behavior does not reveal one’s true attitudes and interests. As to a country or a society, similar exceptions also exist. We can not know much precise and exact information about a country by observing its national grand ceremonies because people in those activities act more as political symbols rather than independent individuals. You probably will not connect the excited and happy crowds engaged in celebrations of the establishment of North Korea with their deprivation of freedom of speech by totalitarianism.
   In summary, it is hard for one to completely and objectively know about a society only by observing the appearance and behavior of its people. More studies should be undertaken, such as the history, culture and customs of a society to get a full understanding of a society.
50、"In order to improve the quality of instruction at the college and university level, all faculty should be required to spend time working outside the academic world in professions relevant to the courses they teach."
   The speaker asserts that all faculties in college and university should spend time working outside the academic world in professions relevant to the courses they teach in order to improve the quality of instruction. While the cases this issue involved are various and complex, to make a conclusion without full analysis is superficial and arbitrary.
   Admittedly, the quality of instruction is directly relative to the capabilities of faculty. So, as a way to improve qualification of faculty, to require them work outside will be conducive to broadening of their horizon and a more clear and exact understanding of job market. For instance,    the experience of working outside college and university for faculty will help them find out what knowledge and skills are desired by employers and necessary to do a job well, which will benefits students when those specific knowledge and skills are introduced into courses later. One primary reason why it is difficult for graduates from college and university to find jobs is not that there are few job vacancies but that they have not mastered the knowledge and skills required by companies. From this point of view, the assertion above is reasonable.
However, as the energy of a person is limited, working outside will inevitably make a teacher not concentrate on preparing and teaching courses. The quality of instruction will hardly be satisfactory if teachers yawn from time to time and present lectures full of mistakes to students in class. As a matter of fact, many teachers, especially graduate instructors, have already been distracted much from the work they are responsible for. For example, some famous professors have so many seminars to attend and lectures to address, not in class but on social occasions, that their students complain for having not seen them for the better part of a month. In situations like this, if the busy professors are still required to work outside, you can imagine the feelings of their students. Perhaps, what should be done to those professors is to ask them to spend more time with their students, not just to encourage them to work outside.
Moreover, some disciplines such as theoretical physics need more devotion in laboratory to formulating models and deduction rather than working experience outside. As to other subjects, such as cosmology and archeology, there are no appropriate job positions at all for researchers in those fields. Besides, to require faculty to work outside will exert severe negative impacts on those field which develops fast. The research on nanoscaled materials is a typical example. Numerous academic papers are published and many breakthroughs are made every year even every month. Working outside for a researcher will only results in the lack of latest developments which is fatal to his or her study.
   In fact, aside from working outside, other means to train faculty are available and prove to be effective empirically. For example, inviting notable scholars to present lectures regarding academic front and trend, taking part in symposium regularly and so on. On the other hand, the quality of instruction is influenced by many other factors, such as learning atmosphere, teaching facilities and curriculum provision. Overemphasis on the qualification of faculty may make us ignore the core of problems.
   In summary, though to require all faculty to work outside the academic world can not be denied thoroughly, the management of corresponding college and university should undertake a full investigation to decide who should work outside, for how long a period and the measures to take to assure the quality of instruction during their leaving.
212、"If a goal is worthy, then any means taken to attain it is justifiable."
   The speaker asserts that any means can be taken to attain a goal if it is worthy, while he or she fails to take into account the cost caused by means taken to realize the goal. If adverse consequences derived from the pursuit of certain goals outweigh benefits we expect, then the means we take should not be considered to be justifiable.
   To obtain personal economic success is well acknowledged and encouraged in modern society. Various means are available for reaching this goal. For example, you could choose to try your best to become an excellent businessman like Bill Gates. In this case, your success in terms of business not only realizes your dream--being a rich man, but also benefits lots of consumers due to your innovative products with high quality and sets up a typical example inspiring other young people. On the other hand, for an extreme case, stealing and bank robbery are another choices. While you can be rich over night, your “success” is based on the damage of interests of others, which is illegal, let alone justifiable. Or consider ladies where are trying to lose weight. Appropriate dieting is conducive to weight-reducing, however some extremist undertake excessive dieting to be slim as soon as possible and finally lead to malnutrition. Even worse, a few loyal beauty fanatics resort to liposuction which is direct and efficient but may result in disastrous consequences such as part of body deforming and even physical disability if the operation fails.
The criterion for determining whether a means is justifiable also applies to a country and a society. Some countries rich of forest, for example, those in Amazon area, see deforestation and exports of timber as a main source of national revenue irrespective of the negative influence by doing this. As a matter of fact, large scale deforestation without sufficient restoration contributes largely to Green effect, aridity and desertification, posing a grave threat to the domestic people as well as the whole human being. Another relevant example is about China. As Chinese government intend to achieve instant improvement regarding the quality of Chinese people, the development of education especially in high level has been accelerated during recent years. More and more students are admitted with loosen standards in college and university. Nevertheless, more graduates find it is difficult to get jobs while lots of employers complain for the shortage of skillful mechanic who should be trained in vocational schools rather than institution of higher learning. Furthermore, high tuition fee forces many rural families into deep debt.
   Moreover, we should pay very attention to the definition of a worthy goal. The term worthy is quite subjective and varies a lot as far as different persons are concerned. Although a “good” goal does not necessarily require good means, an evil goal undoubtedly means the need of evil means. Hitler framed heinous ethnic massacre policy towards Jews to demonstrate racial superiority of German. What’s more, terrorists revenge against society by the means of suicide bombings, killing both themselves and innocent citizens. So the standard of a worthy goal lies at least in the precondition of doing no harm to most of people and violating no laws.
   In summary, a full evaluation should be made on whether a goal is really worthy and outcome caused by possible means before taking concrete actions, whether for an individual or a country.
43、"To be an effective leader, a public official must maintain the highest ethical and moral standards."

Whether a public official must maintain the highest ethical and moral standards to be an effective leader has been a controversial issue for a long time perhaps since the first time human beings select some fortunate guys as their leaders. Although most of voters in domestic societies or subjects in totalitarian regimes wish their leaders as perfect models in all aspects, including ethical and moral ones, many leaders proved to be effective and successful in their terms of office with certain blemishes in regard to ethical and moral standards.
   Admittedly, high ethical and moral standards of a leader are conducive to the winning of more trust from people and set up a good example for the whole society. A dishonest political leader will lose his or her post immediately people find deceitful promises to them during the campaign. And the standards of social conducts will hardly be in high level if the monarch is extravagant and dissipated. In addition, moral regulations in leaders’ mind constrain from themselves abusing their authorities and are helpful to prevent corruption. 
   However, the list of effective leaders is starred with famous ones imperfect in terms of ethical and moral standards. Consider President John Kennedy. While he was in deep trouble of extramarital relations rumors, the space race program initialized and nuclear test ban treaty proposed by him in his administration made US the strongest competitor in space exploration and contributed prominently to the peace of world, respectively. What’s more, he has been ranked highly in public opinion among presidents in American history. Bill Clinton is another typical example. He was accused of various sexual affairs and once impeached for obstruction of justice, but the longest period of economic expansion after the Second World War testifies his effective leadership. Or consider an extreme case of Hitler, who framed the notorious ethnic genocide policy towards Jews, which offends basic humanity, let alone highest ethical and moral standards. By contrast, few historians will deny his role as an effective leader in the fields of economy and military. It is during his tenure that German transformed from a weak defeated country of World War I to a super power in Europe in merely a couple of decades. Also his unique military strategy of lighting attack became the nightmare of invaded countries such as Poland, a representative victim of lighting war, which was totally occupied by German troops just in five weeks.
   As a matter of fact, there are other factors influencing the effectiveness of a public leader such as insight, creativity, managing skills, affinity to people and so forth. A leader with highest ethical and moral standards but without traits mentioned above will not become an effective one. Overemphasizing on the aspects of ethical and moral standards and ignoring other abilities of a public official will make a moral model rather than an effective leader. Furthermore, a leader can hardly satisfy everyone because the term highest is subjective and varied a lot as far as different individuals are concerned.
   In summary, although high ethical and moral standards may help a leader in some situations, the assertion in title statement is arbitrary and superficial for lack of a full consideration of other factors important for an official to be an effective leader.

88、"Technologies not only influence but actually determine social customs and ethics."
With the rapid development of technologies, our daily lives have changed dramatically. While it is no doubt that social customs and ethics we are used to have influenced a lot by more and more advanced technologies, to assert that technologies tend to be a decisive factor of social customs and ethics seems to be superficial. 
Admittedly, great advances in technologies exert prominent impacts not only on social customs but also on ethics of a society. On one hand, the ways we live and communicate have varied much compared with those in ancient time and even a couple of decades ago. Consider the convenience electric commerce brings to us. Shopping online became prevalent recently as the development of internet and electric billing. Just turn on your computer, log on internet, and search online shops such as Amazon and Ebay for what you want and finally click the Purchase button below the goods you prefer. What you need to do next is just waiting at home for the delivery worker. The shopping process is so easy now rather than driving miles away to a crowed supermarket and looking several rounds for planned products as before. Moreover, we write fewer letters on papers while send more emails on computers. What is more, businessmen and academicians do not have to travel by air to certain cities and universities to attend meetings and seminars, instead they could negotiate and discuss with their counterparts in front of video-meeting system anywhere and anytime. On the other hand, some ethics have also been deeply influenced by technologies. For example, intermarriage, which was regarded as an effective means to concentrate the blood tie of a family, has proved to be of great danger to offspring due to the development of genetics. In addition, the concept of ethics has been expanded, from the relationship between different people to the one between people and nature, after people realized the disastrous consequences to our environment caused by inappropriate employments of technologies.
However, neither social customs nor ethics are determined by technologies. As to social customs, technologies just change forms of their existence but the substance of them. Just as online shopping emerges merely as a new form of trade; sending an email or making a phone call to a friend during Chinese New Year do not change the tradition of greeting each other during festivals; communicating remotely facing a video camera in their own offices do not modify the convention for academicians of exchanging different opinions on some scientific studies regularly. As far as ethics are concerned, contrary to what the speaker asserts, it is ethics that determine the application of technologies. The people’s attitude towards clone is a typical case. Though clone exhibits incomparable advantages and potential applications in medical field, it is limited all over the world and even banned in some countries such as United States by President Clinton. The main reason for the fact is that if it was set free, the current ethnics system will be broken. Think about the following assumption: what should you call the one cloned from you, who resembles you in all aspects, brother, son, father, or just “copy”? No position in kinship can be assigned to another you. In fact, technologies only produce a direct effect on us, not on ethics. Those responsible for determining ethics are human beings.
In summary, technologies only influence but do not determine our social customs and ethnics. Since we act as creators for technologies, we should try best to be master of them instead of becoming slaves of them.

144、"It's the artist, not the critic, who gives society something of lasting value."
Artists provide a vivacious and somewhat enchanting element to the seemingly monotonous and immutable life experiences and therefore guarantee a relatively intriguing life journeys. To be more specific and concrete, it is no exaggeration to proclaim artists the booster and purifier of our society due to their very functions.

On one hand, artists can help boost our taste in life. Let us take literary as an example. Literary, which includes novels, poems, essays, dramas, etc, may be the most effective approach to enhance and deepen our understanding of society because of theirs panoramic and meticulous portrayal along with incisive analysis, just as A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens and Farewell to Arms by Earnest Hemingway do. The list goes on. On the other hand, art like paintings and drawings and music can embellish and decorate our life. We think of Mona Lisa by Da Vinci, Mazurkas by Chopin. By absorbing the essences of art, we unconsciously abandon the devil and undoubtedly artists play the role of purifier of our hearts and our society.

But meanwhile it is inappropriate for us to completely ignore the influences that critics can bring about. The overwhelming majorities of critics elaborate their understandings of the work of artists and make the work easier to appreciate for ordinary people like us. Critics also articulate the hiding meaning of the work from various angels and a much deeper degree, so that we can adequately embrace the significance of the work. But this does not suggest we must conform to the authorial appreciation and any irrelevant understanding must be cast off. What’s more, different understandings may be possessed by diverse people towards the same work. There are a thousand Hamlets in a thousand people's eyes.

Although overwhelming majorities of critics grasp positive attitude and analysis to the work, some others don’t. In contrast, they advocate passive ideas and most of them conservative. A striking and representative example would be stated like this: Sinclair Lewis, the first American writer who won Nobel Prize for Literary in 1930, has been relentlessly criticized by the critics of his time for his audacious delineation and intense strike to the current conventional customs and ignorance. His strong desire to unveil the prevailing hypocrisy and eliminate ugliness and darkness from society triggers off hatred of conservative critics. We also discover similar instance in England. James Joyce, a brilliant and ingenious England novel writer, notable for the mastery of Stream of Consciousness and Ulysses, receives ruthless criticism during his writing period and misunderstanding until he dies miserably. There is no doubt that both Sinclair Lewis and James Joyce and their works are invaluable legacies to human beings but critics of their time ruin them mercilessly.
Moreover, we should note that some persons possess more than one title such as Thomas Steams Eliot, a winner of Nobel Prize in Literature in 1948, was famous poet, dramatist and was also considered to be as a great literacy critic of 20th century. People like this contribute to both arts and criticisms at same time.
In summary, for a complete and objective view, not only the artist but also the critic contribute to lasting values of a society.
Artists provide a vivacious and somewhat enchanting element to the seemingly monotonous and immutable daily life, and therefore guarantee a relatively intriguing life journey. To be more specific and concrete, it is no exaggeration to proclaim artists the booster and purifier of our society due to their very function. On one hand, artists boost our tastes in Life. Take literature as an example. Literature may be the most effective approach to enhance and deepen our understanding of society because of its panoramic and meticulous portrayal along with incisive analysis, just as Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities and Ernest Hemingway’s Farewell to Arms do. The lists go on. On the other hand, arts like paintings and music can decorate our life. We think of Mona Lisa by Da Vinci and Mazurka by Chopin. By absorbing the essence of art, we unconsciously abandon the devil in our hearts. Thus undoubtedly artists play a role as purifiers of our society.
51、"Education will be truly effective only when it is specifically designed to meet the individual needs and interests of each student."
   Generally speaking, there are two methods of education, students-centered and comprehensive. Which education method is effective has been a controversial issue for a long time. While the speaker asserts that only by the student-centered method designed to meet the needs and interests of each student will education be truly effective, I hold the opinion that it is not unfair and reasonable to underestimate or even ignore effects of the comprehensive method, and only two methods are combined coordinately can education achieve its genuine goals.
Admittedly, students will be more active in pursuit of knowledge in their interested fields. Edison is a typical example demonstrating that the failure to discovery of his gift regarding invention by his teachers and interest is the best teacher. His teachers not only failed to discover his gift regarding invention but also as deride him as an imbecile because Edison often ask strange questions such as “why is one added by one equal to two since there is still one cup when one cup of water is poured into another cup full of water?” and finally threw him out of school. Nonetheless, it is his strong interest in invention and guidance of his great mother rather than conventional education that make him one of noblest inventors in history. 
However, thorough students-centered education strategies will exert prominent negative impacts on the effectiveness of education. First of all, it is quite and even impossible for school to meet EVERY student’s needs and interests. More teachers with specific knowledge and teaching equipments are indispensable for various needs and interests, which certainly demands huge investment in education by government and society. Additionally, some students’ interests do not last long—they may show interests in physics inspired by Einstein at beginning and turn to other subjects after finding physics is too abstract to understand. Frequent changes of their interests will merely lead to a scratchy of knowledge instead of mastery. Furthermore, to study what they are interested in may be used as a powerful excuse of evading difficulties. Few students will choose math, chemistry, physics and those needing long term devotion. By contrast, most students prefer the choice of arts, such as singing, drawing and dancing which are common forms of entertainment. The whole society will suffer from the unbalanced supply of graduates finally—scientific research will be bogged down due to the shortage of talents majoring in science and engineering. Moreover, overemphasizing interests of students will make them lack basic skills to work in modern complex society. Aside from knowledge, other abilities are require for one to do work well, such as clear expression of one’s ideas and cooperation with colleagues. 
   The destination which education should reach should include two parts. On one hand, to find out one’s unique talents and further to maximize them, which requires students-centered education. On the other hand, students should be granted with a full understanding of knowledge and necessary skills to make a living when stepping into society, involving comprehensive education. So truly effective education depends on a balance between individual needs and interest of students and compulsory curriculum provision by school.

130、"How children are socialized today determines the destiny of society. Unfortunately, we have not yet learned how to raise children who can help bring about a better society."
The term socialization, as defined by psychologists and sociologists, refers to the process of learning one’s culture and how to live within it. Since it is well acknowledged that children are the future and hope of mankind, how tomorrow’s masters are socialized today plays a decisive role in the destiny of society. It can not be denied that general education conditions have been improved profoundly as rapid development of society and some optimist assert that a better society will be undoubtedly constructed by our children. However, we will not be so confident of a brighter future when flaws are found, with a rational and careful observation, regarding socialization agents such as family, education and mass media.
In first place, parents have not done well enough to raise their children. In the modern society full of fierce competitions, parents devote much time and energy to their work than ever before. Thus little time has been shared with their children, exerting a negative impact on children’s mental health, which contributes profoundly to autism, a common problems of children today. It is beyond imagination that children without open heart and mind as well as lacking the ability to communicate with others will make our society better in the future. Moreover, the values of parents towards the society influence prominently on those of their children, but some parents fail to set a good model for children in terms of various values. This case is prominent in China. Some children of peasant workers, migratory laborers from countryside during slack seasons, give up the chance on their own initiative to continue study after graduating from senior and even junior middle school after finding their parents with knowledge of lower level can make money, though usually through simple physical work. The fallacy “studying is useless” is formed correspondingly, which is fatal to a better future of our society. On contrary, some children craving knowledge have no chance to receive formal education because of their poor family and insufficient help from government, especially in underdeveloped countries.
Furthermore, education has also bogged down in vital problems. On one hand, overemphasis has been put on students’ intellectual development. Take myself as a typical example. Time for courses of music, arts and physical education were often taken up by main subjects such as math, Chinese, English, chemistry and so on at primary school. What’s more, things became even worse—those so called subsidiary subjects were thorough cancelled by high school because none of them is listed in college admission examinations. Students under high pressure probably will suffer from psychological problems, but they have no one to resort to. On the other hand, the sense of competition has been much emphasized while the importance of cooperation has been ignored. Only through cooperation among different countries, enterprises and individuals can many tough problems worldwide be effectively solved, such as greenhouse effects, depletion of ozone layer and species extinction.
In addition, mass media produces bad effects on growth of children. As to adults, mass media were regarded merely as sources of information and forms of entertainment. While when it comes to children, mass media serves more likely as moulders of personality, further affecting the values of Children directly or unconsciously because children tend to believe what mass media convey due to immature judging ability, and children are characterized by strong imitative powers.   Unfortunately, mass media, both of traditional readings and television programs and newly-emerged Internet are rife with violent and porn contents. There even exist the horrible websites teaching the young tricks for suicide. Online games are another poison. Many children are addicted to various games, which inevitably distracts them from study and normal life, and even result in mental problems. To extreme extent, sudden death of some children after playing games for several days and nights has been reported.
In summary, we have not fully prepared to teach our children how to build a better society as analyzed above. As children can be influenced by every aspect of a society, the whole society should pay more attention to the healthy growth and appropriate cultivation of our masters of tomorrow.
136. "The absence of choice is a circumstance that is very, very rare."
   Imagine the following scene: you are perspiring profusely after a game of baseball and pick up a bottle of iced cola as usually facing various kinds of food and beverage. You make a choice; you probably chose the juiciest apple when there are only several sacks of nuts and a couple of apples, though what you actually desire is cola. You make a choice, too. The former could be called an active choice, which means you can choose freely what you want, and the latter refers to a passive one, which you have to make, similar to a forced work.

   In the real world, most choices are passive ones while passive choices are rare. It is well know that peasant workers, migratory laborers from countryside during slack seasons engaging in simple physical work with low payment, constitute a large portion of China’s work force. Among them, you can easily find some young people who should be at school as their peers. After graduating from high school and even primary school, some youngsters have to choose one between continuing their study in college and going to find a job to afford the tuition fee for their brothers or /and sisters due to the low income of their family. Unfortunately, most of them choose the latter one driven by their responsibility as the elder. While in relatively rich families in cities, many children are asked to learn to play piano and dance or something else which, their parents insisted stubbornly and expect confidently, will make them better than others and finally become the elite of society. In this case, children tend to choose the subject that they do not hate most.
   There exists even worse situation: only nuts are in front of you and no apples at all. You certainly chose to continue thirst. Do not think this is merely an extreme assumption. Just think about refugees in Africa. They have no chance to make a choice between two pieces of evening dresses as nearly attracting as each other to attend a party, which may be annoying you; they can not choose whether to enter university or to find a decent job; they have no chance to choose between watching a Hollywood blockbuster in a modern cinema and enjoying a splendid game of super bowl in a magnificent stadium in Saturday night since all of such facilities have been ruined by lasting war. The only choice for them is to wait for limited relief; to wish the civil war come to end forever as soon as possible; to expect plague which took their families and friends away to be constrained earlier.
   As a matter of fact, the active choice is rare in modern society. Most of better choices have been taken up by winners of ubiquitous competitions and people who came earlier and thus few cola and apples are left to you.

   Before two kinds of choices are differentiated clearly, to assert that the absence of choice is a circumstance that is very, very rare is arbitrary and superficial.

185. Scandals

What is scandal? As do ordinary reports and news, scandals remind us of problems worth our attention, particular special attention, and urgent solution to some problems, just in a way not so elegant. Furthermore, their warning role for people in and beyond the fields where they took place are more valuable. To solve problems is just to fix what has happened, while if those problems had not happened at all, the consequent solution certainly was not needed. From this point of view, to some extent, to know what should be avoided in future is more important than to know how to solve current problems.
   In political realm, scandals unveil the truth that political leaders do not want us to be aware of. When the truth is exposed to the public, the political leaders have the pressure to discontinue doing evil. For example, Watergate scandals notorious for attempted interception of telephone and other communications of his rival initialized by Nixon during presidential campaigns led to the first resignation of president in American history and thorough defeat of Republican Party finally. More importantly, this scandal serves as a representative and striking reminder for those who have intention to gain benefits in such an unfair way, in both political and other fields, due to its disastrous consequence. As a matter of fact, no political scandals as severe as Watergate have taken place in America since its emergence.
Another right example is about food industry in China. As a kind of toxic additive, melamine, was found in almost all milk powder produced by various manufactures and consequently the causal relationship was verified between this additive and serious disease thousands of children suffered from, Chinese national and local governments has paid more attention to food safety and started a complete campaign to check the quality and safety of all kinds of food and beverage around China. Moreover, this scandal urges legislation to revised corresponding laws to make them stricter in regard to food safety.
   As to academic field, scandals play an effective role to prevent academic fraud and make researchers more honest and objective to the public and the subjects they devoted to, respectively. Just take the well-known scandal happened in South Korean as example. Hwang U-seok, a biology scientist, admitted that he and his co-workers had falsified data in the paper published in Science, one of top academic journals in the world. His image as a hero of South Korean collapsed. The researchers and academic institutions around the whole world have been shocked. As a result, management of academic institutions has taken more tight measures to prevent such scandals.
   However, we should note that there still exists another kind of scandals. Few people, especially singers and movie stars, actively and intentionally make some scandals to attract attention from their fans and other people when their influences became weak. The only destination by doing this is to keep their popularity. Thus, of course, those scandals contribute nothing to the whole society.
38. In the age of television, reading books is not as important as it once was. People can learn as much by watching television as they can by reading books.
   Have your gotten the following experience? After having watched the first ten episodes of a fascinating TV play, you probably crave a book which summarizes the rest plot of this play--no matter how high the price of it is.

Because watching rate is one of most important criterion for TV station, many TV channels are rife with entertainment programs and soap operas, which cater to the general tastes of the public. One can hardly gain any valuable knowledge from those programs. Even though there are few educational programs, the content of them are easily understandable to average people. By watching such programs one probably only gets a scratchy of certain subject. Moreover, those educational programs are scheduled, which mean that they are broadcasted on specific time. While people are not fixed due to unexpected activities and affairs, there exists highly possibility that one may miss this program. In addition, people who watch TV seldom have the chance to train their reasoning skills since most of TV programs tell the result directly to the audience. While through reading some mathematic books such algebraic theory people can improve their abilities of logical analysis and deduction.

Furthermore, there are other factors impeding TV sets from the main source of knowledge. Firstly, a primary concern is the mobility of TV sets. While people can read their favorite journals, novels and newspapers on train and plane during their travel, it is quite difficult or even possible for everyone to take a TV set with him. Secondly, we should note that not all people can afford TV sets. In some underdeveloped countries and areas, the problems of shortage of food and medical conditions have not yet been effectively solved, let alone TV station and TV sets. What’s more, there are certain areas where TV signals can not reach, so granted TV sets are available people can still not watch any programs.
As a matter of fact, TV exerts some negative effects on students. Many students are addicted to TV programs, which inevitably distracts them from study and results in poor academic level. Even worse, long-term drunken in TV will also produce a grave threat to their psychological health. Some students are reported suffer from certain mental problem, such as autism.
7. “The video camera provides such an accurate and convincing record of contemporary life that it has become a more important form of documentation than written records.”
153. “Students should bring a certain skepticism to whatever they study. They should question what they are taught instead of accepting it passively.” CS 3.23
72. "One can best understand the most important characteristics of a society by studying its major cities." CS 3.24
164. "Sometimes imagination is a more valuable asset than experience. People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible and thus can approach a task without constraints of established habits and attitudes." CS 3.24
想象力确实很重要。 Bill Gates programmed Windows operation system with vivid graphical interface which prominently improves the operating efficiency and easy for new users to understand while other experts still were devoted to study on the old fashioned system based on inputted character instruction. Though Bill Gates is a new young programmer compared with those experts with rich experience, it is the imagination rather than experience that makes him superior to them finally. Moreover, Arts
但知识和经验同样非常重要。As a maxim by Newton goes, if I can see farther, it is because I stand on the shoulder of giants. In addition, skilled mechanics. Furthermore, as to some subjects such as archeology and history, one researcher only has the ability to image while without sufficient data regarding ancient evidence probably will not make any discoveries.
事实上可以结合 Einstein. With both deep understanding of classic theory of physics and excellent imagination, Einstein formulated the striking theory of relativity which not only changes the way in which we observe the world but also largely extents the research field of physics by creating many new subjects such as quantum physics and modern nuclear study.
147. "Tradition and modernization are incompatible. One must choose between them." CS 3.18

159. "The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only tools of human minds." CS 3.18

157. "There is no such thing as purely objective observation. All observation is subjective; it is always guided by the observer's expectations or desires." CS 3.4

Just take the destruction of forest as an example. Some countries rich in forest, especially those located in Amazon area, regard deforestation and thus export of timbers as the main source of national revenue, irrespective of the disastrous consequences without sufficient restoration, such as Greenhouse effect, desertification and aridity, which exert prominent negative impacts on both domestic people and the whole world. While most countries urge the United Nation to initialize certain restriction on those countries, there always exist a few opponents claiming that to interfere with other countries’ domestic affairs is not good. With further investigation, you probably find that those countries against the proposal for restriction are huge timber consumers which largely depend on import of those raw materials. Here we see three parties, exporter, importer and the others, hold totally distinct views towards deforestation due to their different interests. In fact, almost all of conflicts between countries and disputes between average persons derive from different understanding and observation of the same issues. But each part believe that they hold the right opinion and grasp the justice. Sadness of human beings lies in the striking fact that they always can find excuses which sound impeccable and reasonable for what they want to do, even though something evil.

   However, science research grants us a very way to rectify and further to eliminate this sadness. Although all scientists are eager to make astonishing breakthrough in their fields, few have adopt the shortcut to falsify corresponding data due to their loyalty to exactness and accuracy. On contrary, they conform to objective observation and have done what they can to make the observation close to what it is. Some may argue that even the greatest scientist can not tell the absolute accuracy. They are right, but they ignore that it is the endless desire and goal for scientists to obtain more and more objective observation and they have tried their best to reach the destination. Moreover, to make the observation more closer to what it is is an eternal driving force to the development of science. As a matter of fact, we have made significant progress. You can not assert the following should not be ascribe to objective observation: physical scientists in IBM can manipulate the movement of atoms as they wish and successfully wrote down the character “IBM” built up of atoms; astronomers can predict the exact time even in second for certain comet to fly across the earth; specialists in cosmonautics can send spacecraft to the landing point as they planned.
   Besides, arts require subjective observation for everyone to gain their own appreciation and enjoyment. The value and glamour of arts is the uncertainty—different people have different understandings and comments. A masterpiece of famous artists can evoke numerous different criticisms, just as the saying goes, there are a thousand of Hamlets in a thousand of people’s eyes. If all people were indoctrinated a specific understanding, the arts will become as rigid and monotonous as something like algebraic equations and chemical formulas. In addition, the taste of people changes a lot as time flies. Think about Van Gogh. His paintings were thought to be valueless and he sold only one piece of his work in his entire life, while all his paintings are consecrated as invaluable treasures after his death. 
104. "It is primarily through formal education that a culture tries to perpetuate the ideas it favors and discredit the ideas it fears." CS 3.4

The speaker asserts that a culture perpetuates the ideas it favors while discrediting those it

fears primarily through formal education. I agree that grade-school, and even high-school,

education involves cultural indoctrination. Otherwise, I think the speaker misun-derstands the

role of higher education, and overlooks other means by which a culture achieves these ends.

I agree with the speaker with respect to formal grade-school and even high-school

education--which to some extent amount to indoctrination with the values, ideas, and

principles of mainstream society. In my observation, young students are not taught to question

authority, to take issue with what they are taught, or to think critically for themselves. Yet, this

indoctrination is actually desirable to an extent. Sole emphasis on rote learning of facts and

figures is entirely appropriate for grade-school children, who have not yet gained the

intellectual capacity and real-world experience to move up to higher, more complex levels of

thinking. Nevertheless, the degree to which our grade schools and high schools emphasize

indoctrination should not be overstated. After all, cultural mores, values, and biases have little

to do with education in the natural sciences, mathe matics, and specific language skills such

as reading and writing.

Although the speaker's assertion has some merit when it comes to the education of young

people, I find it erroneous when it comes to higher education. The mission of our colleges and

universities is to afford students cultural perspective and a capacity for understanding

opposing viewpoints, and to encourage and nurture the skills of critical analysis and

skepticism--not to indoctrinate students with certain ideas while quashing others. Admittedly,

colleges and universities are bureaucracies and therefore not immune to political influence

over what is taught and what is not. Thus to some extent a college's curriculum is vulnerable to

wealthy and otherwise influential benefactors, trustees, and government agencies who by
advancing the prevailing cultural agenda serve to diminish a college's effectiveness in carrying

out its true mission. Yet, my intuition is that that such influences are minor ones, especially in

public university systems.

The speaker's assertion is also problematic in that it ignores two significant other means by

which our culture perpetuates ideas it favors and discredits ideas it fears. One such means is

our system of laws, by which legislators and jurists formulate and then impose so-called

"public policy." Legislation and judicial decisions carry the weight of law and the threat of

punishment for those who deviate from that law. As a result, they are highly effective means of

forcing on us official notions of what is good for society and for quashing ideas that are

deemed threatening to the social fabric, and to the safety and security of the government and

the governed. A second such means is the mainstream media. By mirroring the culture's

prevailing ideas and values, broadcast and print media serve to perpetuate them. It is

important to distinguish here between mainstream media-such as broadcast television--and

alternative media such as documentary films and non-commercial websites, whose typical

aims are to call into question the status quo, expose the hypocrisy and unfair bias behind
mainstream ideas, and bring to light ideas that the powers-that-be most fear. Yet, the influence

of alternative media pales in comparison to that of mainstream media.

In sum, the speaker's assertion is not without merit when it comes to the role of grade

schools and high schools. However, the speaker over-generalizes about what students are

taught--especially at colleges and universities. Moreover, the speaker's assertion ignores other

effective ways in which mainstream culture perpetuates its agenda.
95, 175 个人和团体
Group and individual

Individual--达尔文进化论、牛顿三大定律、哥白尼日心说 establish/construct/found/formulate
Admittedly, there exist many typical examples that innovation results from unique perception of individual, especially with respect to our ancestors. For instance, Darwin established the evolutionary theory based on the process of natural selection, which provides logical explanation for the diversity of life, after long-term devotion to the investigation on the transmutation of species. We also think of Newton, the eminent physicist who constructed universal gravitation and three laws of motion which prominently influenced the physical research and significantly advanced scientific revolution. Moreover, although the Earth Center theory had been prevalent for centuries, Copernicus formulated scientifically based heliocentric cosmology which displaced the earth from the center of the universe.
Group--Science Nature authors, human genome project, noble prizes

However, in the modern society characterized with rapid development of science and technology, research fields have been ever specialized and various interdisciplinary subjects have been created. Consequently, more and more huge and complex projects emerge and require cooperation between professionals from different fields. Just take Human Genome Project as an example. Although biologists undertake the main responsibilities, they will find immediately they merely can not work without other partners’ support and help, such as those majoring in computer, communication, software programming and so on. When it comes to single research field, effective teamwork is also indispensable. For example, some papers concerning certain subject published in top-ranked academic journal such as Science and Nature involve thousands of co-workers from hundreds of institutions. In addition, the trend became more distinct in recent years that more than one person shared some Noble Prize. 

仍然有一些领域，革新来自个人，如艺术。

   Nevertheless, nowadays there are still some fields where the enterprise and perception of individual outweigh the benefits of team work. A representative and striking example is Art. As a form to express artists’ passions, emotions and desires, the most valuable merit of art lies in its individuality. If a painter follows all suggestions and instructions from others, we can hardly expect a masterpiece from him. As a matter of fact, nearly all average people and even critics can not exactly understand a certain artwork because others do not share what the artists felt during the creation process, and thus the foundation for possible cooperation does not exist at all. 
Argument 188

Based on the assumption that the effect of kappa opioids on easing pains for women is superior to those for men accompanied the evidence that a new report, the arguer claims that kappa opiods should be prescribed for women whenever pain medication is required while men should be given other kinds of pain medication. Moreover, the arguer further asserts that the effects of all medications on men versus women should be reevaluated. However, with close examination, the argument is not persuasive as it stands.
To begin with, the number of samples—28 men and 20 women are too small to be representative as no information about their ages, physical quality, occupation and so on has been given. In addition, the severity regarding problem of wisdom teeth of those 48 people has not been presented. Probably the average damage made to the women during the extraction process is much slighter than that of men due to the men’s more serious teeth problems. Or perhaps the operations were done by skilled dentists on the women, while as to the men done by young doctors without much experience. Thus the women certainly felt less pain and the easing of pain lasted longer for them. Furthermore, the arguer fails to rule out other factors influencing the pain of people such as psychological quality. It is common sense that people with low psychological quality feel more fear facing something can evoke this feeling, for example, teeth extraction in this case. It is possible that the 28 women possess higher average psychological quality than do the 20 men.
What’s more, the assertion that women should be prescribed with kappa opioids whenever pain medication is required while men should be given other kinds of pain medication is unfounded. Even though the report suggests the effect of kappa opioids is superior for women, it just shows the superiority only lies in the aspect of wisdom teeth extraction. No investigation on effects of kappa opioids on other kinds of pain of women and men has been provided. Perhaps kappa opioids exhibits satisfactory effect on the ankle sprain for men. Additionally, some women may be allergic to kappa opioids and kappa opioids may exert certain side effect, which produces a threat to specific group of women, such as those pregnant.
Finally, as described in the argument, the effect of only one kind of painkiller, kappa opioids, has been studied, which does not necessarily mean the effects of all other kinds of medications should be reevaluated. There may be substantial empirical evidences that some medications have almost the same effect on men and women or that the differences of the effect are so subtle that can be rationally ignored.
In summary, the argument is not as cogent as the arguer expects. To strengthen the argument, a comprehensive investigation on all of factors which may influence the feeling of pain should be undertaken. The arguer must also consider the merits and shortcomings of KO and how effective KO is on other kinds of pains of women and men.
Argument 197

   Wishing to improve the programs and thus adapt to new challenges facing higher education, a member of faculty argues for the clarification of the objectives of his university and he also point out the specific way to reach this goal—ask the faculty and students to fill out certain questionnaires. With close observation, his suggestion may not be as persuasive as he expects.

   To begin with, the answers to the questionnaires from faculty and present and former students perhaps will not result in an official statement of the university’s educational mission. As to teachers, the primary concern may be how to get more salary and make a better living. While the freshmen and sophomores probably regard how to bump up their test scores and how to learn more knowledge as things of most importance. When it comes to the senior students, the skills for seeking a good job may be their priority. Moreover, what the former students gained from this university may mean little to the same university now for skills and abilities required by the fast-changing society may vary a lot since their graduation. Since those answers are quite different from each other, it will not be an easy job for the university to clarify the exact objectives.

   Furthermore, the member fails to take into account other factors important for the improvement of programs in his university. It is beyond imagination that a university will be good at instruction quality which only possesses a striking educational mission without strong faculty morale, advanced experimental equipments, substantial teaching facilities and so on.

   What’s more, the member does not list new challenges the university has already or will face and the weakness of their current programs. If only more teaching buildings and dormitories need to be constructed as more and more students are admitted, it seems meaningless to conceive an educational mission. In addition, lacking an investigation on the weakness of programs will not necessarily make the university easy facing new challenges even thought the average quality of programs are improve. Perhaps the current programs put little emphasis on the psychological health of students, which is vital to their happiness after stepping to the modern society full of fierce competitions, whereas no faculty have realized this point.
   In summary, the suggestion is not convincing as it stands. To strengthen his suggestion, the member should consider other factors influencing the quality of programs and figure out clearly the challenges they will face.

题目：ARGUMENT99 - The following appeared in a memo from the economic minister of the small country Paucia. 

"Using a newly developed variety of seed, farmers in our neighboring country Abundia produced 80 percent more rice last year than in any previous year. To increase the income of farmers in our own country, we should encourage them to cultivate this new variety of rice rather than some of their traditional crops. Such high yields of rice will also improve our country's balance of trade by enabling us to begin exporting it."
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Based on the experience of a neighboring country which produced 80 percent more rice last year using a new variety of seed, the economic minister argue that his own country should follow this example and by doing this the income of farmers will increase and the country's balance of trade will also be improved. With close observation, the argument is not as convincing as the minister expects.

   To begin with, the success in Abundia will not necessarily mean to cultivate the same new variety of rice will also benefits farmers in Paucia. First, the minister fails to make a complete comparison between those two countries. The success in Abundia may be because the climate is suitable for the growth or those new kinds of seed and the farmers there are skilled in cultivate the rice, while the local conditions are not conducive to the growth of rice such as low amount of rain and little time of sunshine, and farmers in Paucia may have not cultivated rice ever before, let alone skillful. Second, the minister fails to consider the cost of introducing new rice and the profits from current traditional crops.  If the cost of those kinds of seed is strikingly high and price of them is quite low, the farmer will gain little and even suffer from losses after a busy season. In addition, it is meaningless if the profit derived from new kinds of seeds can not outweigh that from traditional crops.

   Moreover, as no information about that whether there is a severe shortage of food in Paucia is provided, to conclude that high yields of rice will improve the balance of trade by export is arbitrary. If there still exist a lot of people who have no enough food to eat, no extra food availabe can be exported at all. 

   Finally, granted it is possible to export rice, the balance of trade will not necessarily been balanced. What is the price of those rice in international market and are there some countries needing those rice? No conclusion can be drawn before making those issues clear.

   In summary, the argument is not cogent as it stands. To strengthen it, the full investigation on the conditions of those two countries should be undertaken. Also the price of those kinds of rice and whether the amount of current food can meet the demand of people in Paucia should be considered.
题目：ARGUMENT218 - The following appeared in a memorandum from the president of Hyper-Go Toy Company. 

"Last year, sales of our Fierce Fighter toy airplane declined sharply, even though the toy had been a top seller for three years. Our customer surveys show that parents are now more worried about youthful violence and are concerned about better education for their children. Therefore, to maintain profits we should discontinue all our action toys and focus exclusively on a new line of educational toys. Several other toy companies have already begun marketing educational toys and report sales increases last year of 200 percent. And since the average family income is growing, sales of new Hyper-Go toys should also increase."
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Based on the assumption that the action toys are not popular and there will be a big market for educational toys, with several evidences, the author argues that they should discontinue all their action toys and focus exclusively on educational toys. However, with careful observation, the argument is flawed in some aspects.

   To begin with, the assumption that action toys are not and will not be popular is open to doubt. First, the fact that sales of Fierce Fighter toy airplane, a top seller for three years, declined sharply does not necessarily mean the demand for action toys will decrease. Probably the reason for the decline is that the quality has become poor and the style is out of date compared with those before. In addition, the author does not mention the sales of other action toys their company produces. Moreover, no information about the sales of action toys of their competitors is provided. Maybe the market portion of action toys has been taken by other companies with better action toys.

   What is more, the author fails to convince us that to focus on educational toys will be beneficial. The survey about the parents' attitude towards the toys means little to their final decision. After all, the quality, price and brand of a toy are also very important for them to make a decision. Furthermore, the increases of 200 percent does not necessarily mean the profit also increase correspondingly. What is the basis number of the increases and is the cost of those toys strikingly high? Granted that other companies do make a lot of profits through educational toys, whether Hyper-Go will also be successful can not be assured. Has the market of educational toys is full? Could the company manufacture better toys than do its rivals? Also the cost of transformation should be taken into account.

Finally, the fact that average family income is growing does not lend substantial support to the assumption the sales of new toys will also increase. The families may spend more money on other aspects such as medication and insurance rather than toys.

In summary, the argument is not cogent as it stands. To strengthen it, a comprehensive investigation on the market of action toys and educational ones should be undertaken. The author must also take into account other factors influencing the profit of his company.
Does not ensure, necessarily mean, mean little, does not lend strong support to, the assumption is open to doubt. Fails to rule out other factors, amount to scant support for
Laws—just and unjust

   The speaker claims that it is responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and resist unjust laws, while I hold the opinion that it is quite difficult to determine whether a law is just or unjust and in most cases we should obey all of laws, and in a few extreme cases people have a responsibility to resist a law.

   To begin with, it is complex and difficult to exactly and effectively judge whether certain law is just or not. People from different cultures may have totally distinct criterion for the same law. For example, it is common sense that a man can be married to more than one woman at the same time in some African countries, which is not only immoral but also illegal in most other countries. Moreover, it is well acknowledged that an insane person is unaccountable for his actions, even he or she severely violates laws in some western countries, while in China things become different. Chinese possess a traditional concept that a man who killed other people has to pay the forfeit with his or her own life, irrespective of the man’s possible mental problems. To be more specific and concrete, a notorious killer who murdered 10 people in succession in China, 2007 has been sentenced to death even though some lawyers insisted that mental test be taken on him before court’s verdict to rule out the possibility that he suffer from mental problems. Furthermore, the judgment on a law varies a lot as the law may threaten people’s interests sometimes. Just think about an employee who will be late for work. He probably blames the traffic laws facing the red light, especially on the road with rare cars. Considering the punishment for being late, he perhaps drives through the red light although he does well in obeying all of laws usually.
   Granted we are sure of some unjust laws, the ways to revise laws differ in different situations. In democratic countries, we still have other choices to draw the attention of legislative body rather than disobeying and resisting them. Proposing bills, making a petition, and even demonstration proved to be effective and efficient in urging legislative to make amendments to existing laws. However, in totalitarian regimes, the only way to change unjust laws is to disobey and resist them, since there is no chance for the governed to express their own opinions at all. As a matter of fact, one of primary reasons for the collapse of totalitarian states is that the laws are so unjust that average people can not tolerate them. In addition, in some extreme cases, a law should also be disobeyed and resisted. Consider genocide law towards Jews enacted by Nazi, which offend basic humanity, let alone unjust. If soldiers and officials disobeyed this law then, no tragedy would happen.
   In summary, to obey laws is vital to the stability of a society and the interests of individuals. But in some cases, people in totalitarian states should disobey and resist evil laws.

Beginners and experts

Generally speaking, beginners can be categorized into two groups: people new to a certain field without knowledge and experience in other fields, and new comer with knowledge in other fields.

The beginners of first group are characterized with several merits. First, they usually show strong interests in what he faces, which is one of most important factors for their success, just as a saying goes: interest is the best teacher. Second, they are more eager for success. As their research experience is blank, they are more motivated to publish excellent academic papers and gain distinguished rewards to demonstrate their abilities. Third, they are active in innovation for the higher possibility that they are not constrained by conventional thinking. For example, they may think of questions from other angles and try some new methods to solve difficult problems, which may lead to striking breakthrough as lots of empirical evidences show.
When it comes to those of second group, they are more likely to make important discoveries due to their unique advantages besides those of beginners of first group. As the rapid development of science and technology, research fields have been ever specialized and various interdisciplinary subjects have been created. Consequently, more and more complex projects emerge and require effective cooperation between professionals from various fields. Consider Human Genome Project. Although biologists act as main roles in this project, they will immediately find they can not continue to work at all without help from other researchers in communication, computer, software programming and so on. In addition, many famous discoveries are made in interdisciplinary nowadays. Just consider the Noble Prize in recent years. It is a trend that one researcher possessing rich research background form different fields wins a specific Noble Prize. John Nash introduced some mathematic methods to the study of economy and established famous theories. In those cases, beginners with other research backgrounds have more chances to be successful because they can quickly find the joint points between the new filed and those they are skilled in. Those joint points may produce more possibilities for potential important discoveries.
However, it is less likely for beginners to make important discoveries in other fields, such as archaeology and history. Although creative abilities are also important, what is more important is mastery of huge amount of data which can be accumulated only through long-term devotion.

As a matter of fact, both the creative abilities and new ways of thinking from beginners and experience from experts are indispensable for the success of research in any field. Only by combining those merits can a researcher make important discoveries more effectively and efficiently.

Tradition and modernization 传统和现代化

On one hand, some traditional thoughts are of great value and play an important role in helping us solve present problems. For example, Sun Tzu’s the Art of War, an influential ancient Chinese book on military strategy, has been popular with political leaders and also been widely adopted as guidance of business management for companies to be more competent. In addition, the harmony theory of Confucianism has been regarded as a promising solution to fierce competitions, disputes and conflicts in the modern society. 
On the other hand, advanced technology is conducive to the inheritance of tradition. Consider a specific example. It is a typical tradition for Chinese to set off firecrackers to celebrate New Year. However, the explosion of firecrackers will lead to severe air pollution, especially in big cities with high population density. Thus to set firecrackers were banned in many cities. Although this measure is beneficial to air quality, it exerts negative impacts on the celebration of traditional spring festival. But the development of technology provides an effective way to solve the dilemma. Electric firecrackers with the same shape as real ones which can make vivid explosion sounds have been popular in big cities. Moreover, cutting-edge computer technology such as 3D virtualization could establish vivid models of some famous ancient architectures, for example, the Forbidden City in China. Thus more people all around the world can enjoy those relics just through their computer anytime and anywhere.
Whether should an effective political leader tell the truth all the time?

Admittedly, high ethical and moral standards of a leader, such as honesty, are conducive to the winning of more trust from people and set up a good example for the whole society. A dishonest political leader will lose his or her post immediately people find deceitful promises to them during the campaign.
Not to tell the truth in some cases for a political leader does not mean that he does not deserve people’s trust. Conversely, it is out of his duty and responsibility for people’s interests that he chooses to hide certain information from people. The typical information a political leader should and must not tell is national secrets. For example, American President will never expose the number and location of atomic bombs to the public, or the next attack objective in terrorists’ plan will not be something like World Trade Center. Moreover, other information about suddenly-happened issues for example, plague which could be controlled in short time should also be kept as secret to avoid widely spread panic and disorders which probably are counterproductive to solving problems. However, in this case, the precondition is that the plague for sure will be constrained in time. So it is extremely important for the leader to undertake a full investigation on the severity of problems and anticipate all possible outcomes, good or bad, before making the final decision. Furthermore, in some more moderate cases, it is also necessary for leaders to withhold some information. Consider a leader who is to start an inspection tour in certain province. If the specific schedule is leaked to the local officials, it seem to be of little possibility that the leader will gather true information as he expects because local official will take measures to show the best aspect to the leader and hide unfavorable aspects.
However, as people have the right to be aware of certain information relative to their interests, government should not conceal those information. As a matter of fact, sometimes it is beneficial to both governments and the public if political leaders expose more information. A striking example is SARS in China 2003. In the beginning the government tended to avoid fear of the public, but the situation was quickly out of control due to the insufficient concrete measures. Not knowing the spread of SARS, people would certainly not realize that it is necessary to protect themselves from it. So the government should let the public know what they should and must know and listen to the opinions, suggestions and even complaints from people.
Moreover, the public should pay special attention to the possible situation that some bureaucrats may offend people’s interests under the excuse that it is necessary for them to withhold some information from people.

Rituals and ceremonies—one of other persons’ articles

Rituals and ceremonies are in the content of many kinds of culture, which even have been recognized as a symbol of a race. However, someone hold that without rituals and ceremonies, society or groups of people have a diminished sense who they are. I doubt this statement, and realize that rituals and ceremonies indeed help define a culture, the value and the identity of a society or groups will not disappear without their presence. 
Rituals and ceremonies roots in cultures, they can reflect the value of a race, making them unique from others. There exist various races; people distinguish them by inspecting their ritual and ceremonies. The different ways of birthday party, wedding, and funeral, derived from their values and believes. For example in east red is a sign of luck, so in their wedding a bride should wear red dress; while in the west world, a bride wears white dress, which is the sign of purity.  As we all know many races hold the ceremonies to pray for the blessing from the nature, in some African tribes, people worship sun as the gods, while in some Asian tribes, moon is considered as the sublime. Therefore, we can see that ritual and ceremonies originally reflect the thoughts of a race, their activity in the rituals and ceremonies is the image of their thoughts in heart, through which people express their hopes, blessing, and idealities. People are required to follow the rituals, because they hope themselves conform to their values. Therefore, Rituals and ceremonies to some extent help define a culture, because they are part of culture. 
Although rituals and ceremonies are helpful to define a culture, they are not the whole things of a culture. A culture of a race is not only reflected by its rituals and ceremonies. The tradition living manners and the literature and philosophy works of a race identically involved in the culture. Different races have their distinct characters, for example it is always said by people that Frenchmen are romantic, the British are gentle, and the Americans are creative. All of these is the facet of a culture, they are not the ceremonies and ritual, but the values and the believes of a culture. Cultures are expressed by the methods of people’s talking, thinking, and performing. The living manner indeed defines the culture. Moreover, the famous literature and philosophy works is the record of a culture. For example, we can see the history and lives from Homer’s works. Through which we can learn the culture of the ancient Greece. Hence the definition of a culture is not only the rituals and ceremonies, which is only a small proportion of culture.
I do not cognize that a societies and groups of people have a diminished sense who they are if rituals and ceremonies disappear. The USA is a race smelter; they did not have the uniform ceremonies and rituals. But his citizens are filled of the nation spirits and social responsibility. They are clearly know how to build their nation, how to make their country more beautiful and how to make themselves live happier. The common values and the lasting believe such as fairness, freedom, and justice are the essence of their culture. People will not forget their sense of who they are, after the vanishing of the rituals and ceremonies, due to their faith from their races or societies.
In conclusion, rituals and ceremonies are the aspects of the definition of a culture, but not the whole. The sense of who they are will permanently exists accompanying the values and believes in people's hearts.
Crocodile 

Authority and question, skepticism 质疑 权威

   The ability to question is one prominent trait which makes people different from other animals and machines with function of memory, such as computer. The computer can store unlimited information, far beyond the capability of human brain, which is one of reasons why people regarded computer as a useful tool to search for information. However, when computers encounter some problems, they just present you a blue screen full of errors to wait for your solution, not asking why those problems happened. It is you that question the computer manufacture about the poor quality of its products, which probably help to find out problems and improve quality of products.
In the field of education, to question authority for students to large extent means to question teachers and to bring certain skepticism to what they study. This question and skepticism will not only benefit students themselves but also teachers and the whole society. First, students probably had carefully reviewed what teacher taught and thought through difficulty content thoroughly before resorting to teachers, during which the reasoning and critical thinking ability of students have been strengthened. In addition, students may also have discussed what they can not understand with other classmates and search for lots of references. Thus students must learn how to express themselves clearly, communicate with others effectively and search for information efficiently, which are of great importance for their success after stepping into society. On the other hand, students’ skepticism will also urge teachers to try their best to make the lecture impeccable, which is conducive to the improvement of instruction quality. Moreover, skepticism grants students the spirit and encouragement of creation and innovation, which are vital factors for advancement of science and technology.
When it comes to science realm, to question authority grants researchers the spirit and encouragement of creation and innovation, which are vital factors for advancement of science and technology. Consider Copernicus. Although the theory of earth center had been consecrated as truth and prevalent for centuries, Copernicus displaced the earth from the center of universe by his scientifically based heliocentric cosmology. Or consider Einstein. The classic theory of physics which Newton had formulated governed the physics field after their establishment and no one brought skepticism to them until did Einstein. Without constraint of authority, Einstein constructed his relativity theory which extends largely the research field of physics and provides theoretical basis for many new subjects, such as modern nuclear study.
As to political field, questioning authority in either fierce or warm way will enhance the well-being of a society. Firstly, every revolution and consequent liberation of those oppressed in history start with questioning totalitarianism. Think of Gandhi. He struggled with Great Britain for home rule by nonviolent protest and religious tolerance. Through his and Indian consistent fight India finally became independent and people began their new free life. Secondly, questioning governments in a more moderate way such as petition, supervision, proposing and so on will urge governments to try best to serve the public better and prevent bureaucrats from doing evil.
实用主义

It is easy to determine whether an activity or research is practical today, but to anticipate whether they are meaningful and useful in future is quite difficult. The speaker probably is against the space exploration, a huge project with high risk of failure, on which a whole nation spends much money and no profits have been gained. The speaker may also argue for the discontinuation of research on clone, which seems little possibility to be commercialized and even has been banned in some countries. However, we can not deny the importance of those studies. The spacecrafts may bring us to other plants when the earth is not suitable for living and clone technology will produce certain organs for severe patients who need organ transplant in the future.
Practicality often involves a kind of methodology: to take any means to attain a goal, irrespective of the costs and outcomes. Consider ladies where are trying to lose weight. Appropriate dieting is conducive to weight-reducing, however some extremist undertake excessive dieting to be slim as soon as possible and finally lead to malnutrition. Even worse, a few loyal beauty fanatics resort to liposuction which is direct and efficient but may result in disastrous consequences such as part of body deforming and even physical disability if the operation fails. When it comes to countries, pragmatism may also exert bad effects. Some countries rich of forest, for example, those in Amazon area, see deforestation and exports of timber as a main source of national revenue irrespective of the negative influence by doing this. As a matter of fact, large scale deforestation without sufficient restoration contributes largely to Green effect, aridity and desertification, posing a grave threat to the domestic people as well as the whole human beings.
Furthermore, putting much stress on practicality while ignoring others such as art will exert negative impacts on our life finally. Arts provide a vivacious and somewhat enchanting element to the seemingly monotonous and immutable daily life and therefore guarantee a relatively intriguing life journey. It is no exaggeration to proclaim arts the booster and purifier of our society due to their very function. The importance of arts is especially obvious in the modern society characterized with fierce competitions.
Overemphasis on the pursuit of practicality today will lead to the death of hope and expectation for the future, a primary driving force for human beings to evolve and develop.

5. "A nation should require all its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college rather than allow schools in different parts of the nation to determine which academic courses to offer." CS 3.27
Admittedly, the same national curriculum has merits in some aspects. On one hand, it is indispensable for a nation to maintain its integrity through indoctrination of mainstream values, culture, history and so on to all students. Only through this process, people know where they are from, who they are and what they are distinct from others. On the other hand, the same national curriculum is conducive to the management for educational ministry. It is quite difficult and even impossible for government to evaluate local education level if every part of a nation has its own courses. Moreover, some important examinations for choosing talents can not be effectively realized such as college entrance exams since different parts formulated various kinds of standards for those exams based on their unique academic courses.
However, the advantages of the same national curriculum do not necessarily mean a ban on the allowance for different parts of the nation to determine which academic courses to offer. As a national curriculum, it inevitably will not consider the specific conditions of each part and thus can not meet the demand from local schools and students. For example, skilled mechanics rather than college students are needed to take part in the construction of infrastructure and further accelerate the development of local economy in some underdeveloped areas, such as remote western part of China. Also many families have no enough money to support their children to continue study in college and university. In this case, local high schools should provide more vocational courses for students. Thus some students after graduation can seek jobs directly or choose to enter vocational schools, which not only ease the shortage of skilled mechanics but also avoid deep debt for their families. In addition, for some areas where many minority groups reside, more courses about their traditional cultures should be provided because they have the right to preserve and continue their unique values, customs and cultures. Furthermore, schools can employ local special resources to broaden students’ knowledge. For instance, schools in these areas rich of ancient forest may focus more content of diversity of life on biology courses because it is convenient for students to observe and study different kinds of animals and plants. It is indeed a pity if local schools have no freedom to set up corresponding courses and those resources are useless in regard to teaching.
In summary, the same national curriculum and courses provided by local schools based on their own characteristics could compensate each other. Only by combining the national curriculum and local courses can education meet demands from different students and thus be truly effective.

It is always be a controversial issue that which one is more important, knowledge or imagination. Some people choose the former and some others prefer the latter. However, in my opinion, both of them are important because without one of them, we can be very successful in our working fields.

On the one hand, knowledge is so important that without it, you can not be successful in your field and sometimes you even can not survive. Knowledge is the base when we do our jobs. We use the acquired knowledge to judge the present situation, to plan what to do in the next step and assess the availability of it. Without the basic knowledge, even if you have the splendid imagination, you can make it come true because you have no ability to find the way how to do it, just like a sailor created a fantastic boat but no wind is available. Somebody may argue that some fields such as literature, arts and the similar ones, it seems that the imagination means everything. It is true that extraordinary artists are the ones who have better capability of imagination, but we should also notice that they also have strong understanding of basic knowledge. A good paintist must have ability to use perspective method and know how to distribute different parts of the picture, otherwise he or she can only be a daubster at best.

On the other hand, imagination is also important for every field. If we describe the knowledge as the requisite to maintain the field, the imagination is the force to push fields ahead. Imagination helps scientists propose new theories, helps engineers invent new tools, and helps artists create new works. Without imagination, maybe we still use Newtonian mechanics to explain the world without taking account of quantum mechanics, maybe we still use candles to keep bright in the night, and maybe we still read books written hundreds of years ago. Therefore, imagination helps people make breakthrough in all fields, otherwise we would be stagnant.

In conclusion, both of knowledge and imagination are important to keep our society develop. Without knowledge, imagination is only the fantasy that can not be accomplished; without imagination, we can only acquire the old knowledge and stay without any development.
题目：ARGUMENT78 - The following appeared in a letter to the editor of an archaeological magazine.

"Archaeologists excavated a cave that had been inhabited by prehistoric people for thousands of years. These people hunted wild animals, many of whose bones were found at levels corresponding to different times of habitation. Most of the bones at the oldest levels, over 40,000 years old, were from a deer species whose modern-day descendants are known to prefer woodland habitats, whereas most of the bones at more recent levels, dating from 30,000 to 10,000 years ago, were from a gazelle species whose modern-day descendants are known to prefer grasslands. We can thus conclude that the climate of the area changed dramatically between 40,000 and 30,000 years ago, causing the terrain to change from woodland to grassland."
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Based on some evidences about animal bones discovered near a cave, the author asserts the change of climate leads to the transformation for terrain from woodland to grassland. However, with close examination, the argument is flaws in several aspects.

   To begin with, the habits of descendants today do not necessarily mean their ancestors have the same habits, as no academic information regarding this aspect is provided. It is possible that the habit of the two kinds of animals changed a lot even to opposite side after a long term as the evolutionary process never stops.
   In addition, the fact that the bones of the two kinds of animals are found in this cave lends scant support to the assumption that they were local animals then. Maybe the prehistoric people hunted them in another place far away this cave and brought them to the cave.
   Furthermore, another problematic concern is whether those animals were living in this area at the same time, as the author does not provided the information about all but most of the bones found at the oldest and more recent levels. If there exist both of deer and gazelle, the terrain probably was mixture of grassland and woodland and never changed.

   Finally, granted local terrain did change from woodland to grassland, the arguer fails to rule out other factors which cause the change. Perhaps this change is caused by activities of prehistoric people. Or the collision between a comet and the earth resulted in the dramatic change.

  In summary, the argument is not as cogent as the author expects. To strengthen it, the author must consider whether the habits of those animals changed during the past years and the possibility that the coexistence of various animals fed on different food. Also other factors may be responsible for the change of terrain should be taken into account.
题目：ARGUMENT145 - A new study collected data that shows that people who snore are more likely to gain weight than are people who do not snore. It is well known that many people who snore also stop breathing frequently during the night for a few seconds, a condition called sleep apnea. The interruption of breathing wakes the person-often so briefly that the waking goes unnoticed-and can leave the person too tired during the day to exercise. Anyone who snores, therefore, should try to eat less than the average person and to exercise more.
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Based on a new study showing people who snore are more likely to gain weight and the assumption that people are too tired during the day to exercise caused by sleep apnea derived from snoring, the author asserts anyone who snores should try to eat less and to exercise more to keep weight. However, with careful examination, the argument is flawed in several aspects.

   To begin with, the author fails to convince us that the people who snore do be waked by the interruption of breathing. The author only claims the waking goes unnoticed without any evidence. As no academic study on this aspect, it is hasty to make such an assumption.
  In addition, the study lends scant support to the assumption that the weight gain by people who snore is caused by snoring. The author does not provide us with data about the age, physical quality, occupation, habits and so on of those people. Maybe those people who snore prefer more greasy food than average people, which result in weight lifting.

  Moreover, granted the new study is convincing, whether ANYONE who snores should pay attention to gaining weight is still open to doubt. People are different. Probably there are some people have never gained weight though they have a long history of snoring.

   Furthermore, other ways to lose weight are available besides to eat less and to exercise more. For example, eating the same amount as before but with different portion of foods and taking certain medicine to prevent snoring during night. We should pay special attention to the fact that excessive diet may lead to malnutrition.
   In summary, the argument is not cogent as the author expects. To strengthen it, the author should first rule out other factors influencing the weight of those people who snore. Also other ways to lose weight should be taken into account.
题目：ISSUE59 - "Too much emphasis is placed on role models. Instead of copying others, people should learn to think and act independently and thus make the choices that are best for them."
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Whether should people copy others or think and act independently has been a controversial issue for a long time. While the speaker support the latter, I hold the opinion that by effective combining copying models and thinking independently an individual will more like be successful.

   The reason why certain examples are regarded as models is that they possess some merits deserving other's study and copy. As to an individual, we should learn from Leifeng, a moral model in China, who actively and wholeheartedly helps others without asking for any repayment. If everyone of a society can behave as Leifeng does, the moral quality of the society will undoubtedly be improved. When it comes to companies, the skills of management from Jack Welch should be carefully investigated by other CEOs and some of those experience can be directly applied in their companies. Moreover, in the similar way, researchers in scientific fields should consecrated Edison as their models. After numerous fails, Edison finally found a kind of materials suitable for electric lights. To be stick to a previously set aim is one of indispensable traits vital to be successful for researchers.

   On the other hand, one must learn to think and act independently to make the best choices since no one except you knows about yourself clearly. Furthermore, only copying others without one's own judgment will lead to disastrous consequences. For example, the reason why many students choose their majors in university is just because that most of classmates around choose those majors. Thus some of those students may find they show no interest in them and want to change their majors, which not only make themselves in trouble but also wastes educational resources. Or just consider myself as a striking example. I started to buy some shares like most of people do when China's share market increased dramatically in 2007, irrespective of my poor knowledge about shares and little time for me to spend on studying strategies of shares. It is not hard to conclude that I suffer from a heavy loss. In fact, I should have my money saved in banks as the central government increased saving rate to constrain share market.

   As a matter of fact, lots of empirical evidences demonstrate that there exist possibility for the combination between copying others and thinking independently based on specific conditions. And what should we avoid is to completely copy others. To be more concrete, China adopted complete economic system from former Soviet and the Chinese economy developed slowly. While China introduced western marketing economic system which proves to be more efficient in economic development and creatively formulated a new economic system: socialist market economy, which is total different from classic planning economy system as Marx asserted. The new system make China advance quickly to a modernization society.

   In summary, both copying others and thinking and acting independently have their own merits. We should pay attention to simply copying from other. And combining copying others and thinking independently is conducive more effectively to one’s success, both for a society and an individual.

218 "In order for any work of art -- whether film, literature, sculpture, or a song -- to have merit, it must be understandable to most people." CS 4.1
Admittedly, there exist many artworks with great value which most people can easily understand in the history and nowadays. It is easier for people to pass on and spread a piece of artwork if it is understandable with any difficulties. For example, Mark Twain’s novels are popular with people all around the world because almost anyone, from different culture and with different knowledge levels, can understand the meaning his novels intend to convey. In addition, the reason why people love to sing some classic songs is not only that the rhythms of them are beautiful but also that people understand the lyrics and the feeling of composers.
However, it is not appropriate to assert that any work of art must be understandable to most people to have merit. The criterion for the merit of a piece of artwork does not lie in the understanding of the public but whether different people can gain different enjoyment through appreciating it. Probably few people understand the paintings on walls of an ancient tomb, meanwhile perhaps no one can exactly figure out the meaning of sculptures excavated from archaeological sites. However, there is no denying that those relics are of invaluable importance both for researchers’ study and for appreciation of average people. Arts, as a form to express passions, desires and emotions of artists, sometimes can not be exactly understood by average people, because others do not share what the artists feel during the creation process. The value and glamour of arts is the uncertainty—different people have different understandings and comments. A masterpiece of famous artists can evoke numerous different criticisms, just as the saying goes, there are a thousand of Hamlets in a thousand of people’s eyes. If all people were indoctrinated a specific understanding, the arts will become as rigid and monotonous as something like algebraic equations and chemical formulas. Think about Van Gogh. His paintings were thought to be valueless and he sold only one piece of his work in his entire life, while all his paintings are consecrated as invaluable treasures after his death. Even critics failed to find his uniqueness and superiority during his life, let alone the average people without professional knowledge regarding arts.
Finally, if the artists, instead of conforming to their own intentions, create a work of art just to cater to the preference of the public by making it understandable for majority of people, the work of art probably would have no value. For example, most of the commercial films and soap operas, though popular among the ordinary people, were harshly criticized by critics and they are easily to be forgotten as time goes by.
168. "Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is an expert in that field." CS 4.1

In scientific realm, Einstein and Copernicus.

In other case, Human Genome Project needs cooperation from vast fields. Science Nature Nobel Prizes. Professionals out of biology.

Especially, business field-- sales of computer games; political field such as--daylight saving time.

73. "In most professions and academic fields, imagination is more important than knowledge." CS 3.30

History and today 历史和今天

1. 有直接帮助

On one hand, some traditional thoughts are of great value and play an important role in helping us solve present problems. For example, Sun Tzu’s the Art of War, an influential ancient Chinese book on military strategy, has been popular with political leaders and also been widely adopted as guidance of business management for companies to be more competent. In addition, the harmony theory of Confucianism has been regarded as a promising solution to fierce competitions, disputes and conflicts in the modern society. As to individuals, to stick to a previously set aim is indispensable for any researchers to be successful. Edison. Spirit of questioning authorities, Copernicus and Einstein.
2. 有警示作用

Atomic bombs, human beings should take advantage of cutting-edge technologies to serve people better not to kill each other. deforestation leads to disastrous consequences to environment.
3. 不应当简单地照搬历史We should not neglect the importance of creativity
And what should we avoid is to completely copy others. To be more concrete, China adopted completely same economic system from former Soviet and the Chinese economy developed slowly. While China introduced western market economic system which proves to be more efficient in economic development and creatively formulated a new economic system: socialist market economy, which is total different from classic planning economy system as Marx asserted. The new system make China advance quickly to a modernization society.

Planning economy, market one.

历史对个人强调太多而忽略了大众

The importance of mass: pyramids, great wall without mass they have no chance to become real.

Few people: Business Bill gates; monarch; Scientist Einstein; Politician Roosevelt;
强调少数便于树立榜样。 Leifeng, Copernicus, Edison
记录大多数不现实，实际上少数已经代表了大多数。

The true value of history is not the argument for who, mass or few elites, should be emphasized. Through learning history, people nowadays can get inspiration from the examples of ancient people, prevent from repeating the same mistakes our ancestors once did, appreciate the masterpieces of great artists.

Revised 144.

Artists provide a vivacious and somewhat enchanting element to the seemingly monotonous and immutable life experiences and therefore guarantee a relatively intriguing life journey. To be more specific and concrete, it is no exaggeration to proclaim artists the booster and purifier of our society due to their very functions. On one hand, artists can help boost our taste in life. Let us take literary as an example. Literary, which includes novels, poems, essays, dramas, etc, may be the most effective approach to enhance and deepen our understanding of society because of theirs panoramic and meticulous portrayal along with incisive analysis, just as A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens and Farewell to Arms by Earnest Hemingway do. The list goes on. On the other hand, art like paintings, drawings and music can embellish and decorate our life. We think of Mona Lisa by Da Vinci, Mazurkas by Chopin. By absorbing the essences of art, we unconsciously abandon the devil and undoubtedly artists play the role of purifier of our hearts and our society.
But meanwhile it is inappropriate for us to completely ignore the influences that critics can bring about. Firstly, the primary goal of critics is to discover excellent artists or those with great potential and to introduce them and their work to the public. Think about Van Gogh. His paintings were thought to be valueless and he sold only one piece of his work in his entire life, while all his paintings are consecrated as invaluable treasures after his death. It is no doubt that critics failed to find his uniqueness and superiority during his life, but critics grasped the chance to rectify their predecessors’ negligence after his death by making the whole world aware of Van Gogh and his eminent works. In addition, arts, as a form to express passions, desires and emotions of artists, sometimes can not be exactly understood by average people, because others do not share what the artists feel during the creation process. While the comments on specific artworks from critics help people understand, appreciate and enjoy them. Although some may argue that everyone has his own understanding and attitude towards a masterpiece just as a maxim goes: there are a thousand of Hamlet in a thousand of people’s eyes, there is no denying that people will benefit when they are closer to authentic intention of the artists led by critics’ comments.

Moreover, we should note that some outstanding talents possess more than one title such as Thomas Steams Eliot, a winner of Nobel Prize in Literature in 1948, was famous poet, dramatist and was also considered to be a great literacy critic of 20th century. People like this contribute to both arts and criticisms at same time.

(ZZ) Students coming from all over the world will take various reliable information from their living circle into the university, which will greatly enhance the width and depth of their understanding of some societal troubles. Moreover, different students grown up in different cultures have different ways of thinking, providing them more different angles from which they study certain problems and probably benefiting their study. In total, a global university can not only assemble the specialists in the field of certain special social problem, but also provide an academic environment with an inspiring atmosphere. Therefore, the technical difficulties in finding solutions to the societal persistent problems in the university are not as difficult as they are in each country separately.
University is an ideal platform which characterized with fairness, mutual understanding and tolerance for students to study most persistent social problems. In such a university, 
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